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OFFICIAL MINUTES 

Chairperson Gregg Jorgenson called the meeting of the City Planning Commission to order on 

Tuesday March 2, 2021, at 5:00 PM in the Council Chambers Room #310 on the third floor of the City 

& County Government Center.  Members present were Tanner Aiken, Greg Fargen, Jacob Mills, Jason 

Meusburger, Lee Ann Pierce, Eric Rasmussen and Jorgenson.  Absent were Ashley Biggar and James 

Drew.  Also present were Community Development Director Mike Struck, City Planner Ryan Miller, 

City Engineer Jackie Lanning, James Drew, Gaylor Woods - 1335 5th Street, Kathy Larsen – 1347 5th 

Street, Ms. Squires, Patty Dexter, Tyler Samuelson, Matt Kurtenbach, BMU Engineering Supervisor 

Chad Bachman, Brookings School District Superintendent Klint Willert, BATA Director Brenda 

Schwitzer and others.                                       

 

Item #4a  -  VK Properties Inc has submitted a rezone request for the W60’ of E120’ of Aldrichs 

Addition and E60’ of Aldrichs Addition, also known as 1402 and 1404 6th Street. 

 

(Rasmussen/Mills) Motion to approve the rezone request.  All present voted aye.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 
 

 

OFFICIAL SUMMARY 

Item #4a – The applicant is requesting to rezone from a Business B-2A Office District to a Business 

B-2 District.  These lots are currently occupied by residential properties used for rental purposes.  The 

applicant plans to demolish these structures and rebuild for commercial use.  There are multiple 

adjacent zoning districts in this area.  The Comprehensive Plan does show this area with intended uses 

as mixed housing types, commercial, office and service uses. 

 

James Drew is representing this request on behalf of the applicant.  The proposed project is an 

approximate 2,200 sf, one-story building that will be situated on a lot of approximately 24,000 square 

feet.  The building will have architectural design to be aesthetically appealing.  The property to the east 

has fencing, but the proposal does follow the required buffer yard and landscaping, but they will be 

willing to add additional plantings if necessary. The parking lot will have adequate room to allow for 

turning and there will not be a need for traffic to back in to 6th Street.  

 

Woods – 1335 5th Street is concerned about the noise and lighting from vehicles on this property.  He 

is not in favor of this request. 

 

Kathy Larsen and her husband Jay have been residents at 1353 5th Street for 40+ years.  They are 

against this rezone request.  The B-2A zoning versus the B-2 zoning is significant.  She feels that 

appropriate transition should be made between residential and commercial and the B-2 zoning isn’t a 

good option for this transition. The lighting that will be installed for this development will be 

significant and will have a negative impact on them and their property.  The traffic increase due to a 

business being built here is also a concern since the pool and park are so close.  Larsen feels that there 

is a chance for fewer potential problems with the B-2A zoning. The Larsen’s submitted a letter 

describing reasons for denial of the request. 

 

Ms. Squires lives in this area and she is concerned about the children in this area and their safety.  She 

would like the Commission to consider safety of the neighbors/neighborhood.      

 



Struck explained that the parking requirements in this zone will require the building to be quite small. 

The building is planned to be 18 feet tall which is actually lower than the roof line of the neighboring 

houses.    

 

Patty Dexter is concerned that the people living in these houses won’t have a place to go to.   

 

Mills asked for clarification on the bufferyard requirements.  Struck explained these requirements for 

the B-2A District between a residential zone and the B-2A.  There are options available that will 

require additional bufferyard area if the tree planting requirements won’t be/can’t be met.   

 

 


