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Variance Request and Needs Assessment: 

 

JLG and the Brookings Fire Department is seeking a variance to extend the allowable w idth of the driveway/curb cut at 

Front Street to 100 feet. Sec. 94-343 states that Access Drives shall have a maximum width of 30 feet.  

 

The need for this variance request is to improve the safety and well-being of the Brookings community. As shown in the 

turning radius plan attached, the width of the driveway is aligned with the width of the engine apparatus bays (5 total). 

Many of these apparatuses are large, with some as long as 47 feet, and all not only need to back in but also be able to 

maneuver out quickly when called upon. By extending the curb cut, this allows for a ready response, usable access, and 

maneuverability of the apparatus.  

 

Below you will find precedence of the curb cut width at the four existing fire stations in the City of Brookings. 

 

 
Brookings Fire Department – East Station: approximately 33’ apron width and 52’ curb cut (with flared approach).  
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Brookings Fire Department – 22nd Station; approximately 34’ apron and curb cut. 

 

 
Brookings Fire Department – Main Station: approximately 88’ apron with 98’ flared curb cut approach.  

 

JLG Architects | Lynn Remmers 

230 S. Main Ave. | Sioux Falls, SD 57104 | p.605.271.6122 | lremmersl@jlgarchitects.com 



 
Brookings South Fire Station – approximately 74’ apron width, 84’ curb flared cut 

 

Thank you for considering this request. 
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Variance Request and Needs Assessment: 

 

JLG and the Brookings Fire Department is seeking a variance to build beyond the West, front yard, setback. The current 

building footprint extends roughly 17 feet beyond the West setback.  

 

The need for this variance request is to provide the Brookings Fire Department with the proper resources and support for 

their apparatus. The site is limited in size and the need for additional width, beyond the West setback, is driven by the 

apparatus bays and the department’s essential functions.  

 

Where possible, the design has accommodated support spaces and functions in a two story design. The spaces that 

require immediate adjacency to the apparatus bays have been placed on first floor, while functions that are required to be 

adjacent to the support spaces have been placed on a future second floor build out. There are also critical spaces like 

dedicated decontamination rooms and segregated shower and changing areas located on the main floor adjacent to the 

apparatus bay that provide operational health and safety to the firefighters. Spaces such as this that if moved to a second 

story configuration rather than on the main floor would decrease and hinder the response time of firefighters, thus 

determining the overall footprint of the building. 

 

Please see attached site plan for reference. 

 

Thank you for considering this request. 
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Variance Request and Needs Assessment: 

 

JLG and the Brookings Fire Department is seeking a variance to build a screening device within the North buffer yard. The 

screening device would extend from the generator at the East side of the building to the end of the exterior patio on the 

West side of the building. 

 

The need for this variance request is to provide a safe and private area of refuge for the Brookings Fire Department. Not 

only will the proposed screening provide privacy and security to the Brookings first responders, but it will also serve as a  

sound and visual privacy separation in addition to the landscape and planting within the buffer yard for the neighbor to 

the North. Please see attached site plan, site photos, and screening examples for your reference.  

 

Thank you for considering this request. 
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Example of privacy fence with landscape buffer.



 
Example of privacy fence with landscape buffer.
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