












































development patterns and existing policies and regulations on the city’s historic resources.
A comprehensive historic preservation plan should identify future preservation and
rehabilitation initiatives. Historic preservation programs should implement the basis for
new and improved policies, review guidelines, and incentives to conserve the city’s
spectrum of historic assets. Create targeted incentives for preservation, aimed at potential
obstacles Cities and developers have used a wide variety of tools to remove the obstacles
to historic preservation. These have included low-interest or forgivable loans, Tax
Increment Financing, historic tax credits, preservation easements, and expedited review
processes. These strategies should focus on two general areas: financing gaps created by
some of the contingencies of historically appropriate preservation (see Department of
Interior Standards) and adaptive reuse, and concerns by developers about delays or
uncertainties during the project development process. Develop guidelines for development
in the downtown or other historic districts Development should respect the historic
character of downtown and adjacent historic neighborhood districts. However, historic
design guidelines should be just that, “guidelines” and not prescriptive regulations that
deter redevelopment and result in continued deterioration of historic structures. The
guidelines should be a guide to building owners, contractors and project reviewers prior to
work being initiated and should support the compatible use of a property through repair,
alteration, or addition while preserving those portions or features which convey its
historical, cultural, or architectural value.
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SECRETARY OF INTERIOR STANDARDS FOR REHABILITATION

The guidelines established in this document follow the Secretary of the Interior’s
“Standards for Rehabilitation.” The standards are intended to be a guide to building owners,
contractors and project reviewers prior to work being initiated. The “Standards” define
rehabilitation as the act or process of making possible a compatible use for a property
through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features which
convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of
distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that
characterize a property will be avoided.

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use.
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural
features or elements from other historic properties, will not be undertaken.
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